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376 Raul Calzoni

Ich habe einige Hiuser bewohnt gefunden, sogar eine oder zwei Straflen
mit offenen Kramliden; doch hat sich der grésste Theil der Einwohner in
Zelten und Hiitten gefliichter, die in drey oder vier verschiedene Quar-
tiere auRerhalb der Stadt vertheilt sind, aber deren gegenseitige ziemliche
Entfernung dem Handel nicht gar vortheilbaft ist.®

Selbst wenn Frantisek Bielinskj acht Jahre nach dem Beben schreibt, dass
»die Finwohner noch um ihre Familien und Freunde trauern, die durch diese
pléczliche Katastrophe gestorben sind«,%¢ hatte das Beben, als Hamilton
Messina besichtigte, vor allem zu ssonderbaren Begebenheiten und
Zufillen«#7 Gelegenheit gegeben. Zu diesen unerhérten Begebenheiten, auf
die bereits Goethe in seiner Darstellung des zerstérten Messinas hinweist,
gehort nach Hamilton auch das Verhalten der siiditalienischen Klosterfrauen,
hier beurteilt aus der Perspektive der aufgeklirten Anthropologie:

Ich kann mich nicht enthalten hier im vorbeygehen zu bemerken, dass die
Klosterfrauen, die auch in Hiitten leben, bestindig unter der Hut und
Obsicht ihrer Beichtvater in der unterliegenden Gegend Spazieren gehen.
Sie schienen mir ziemlich munter, so daf8 ich glaube, die haben sich leicht
an die angenehme Freyheit gewdhnen konnen, die ihnen der erzwungene
Austrite aus ihrem Kloster verschaft hat. Ich hatte die nemliche Bemerkung
in Ansehung der Schiiler zu Reggio gemacht; so daf§ ich auf ein kleines
Tagebuch, das ich in Eile schrieb, und wovon ich diesem unvollkomme-
nen Bericht, den ich Thnen schicke umgeschrieben habe, diese Anmer-
kung setzte: Erdbeben, den Nonnen und Schiilern besonders giinstig.48

Das ist ganz der Blick des Aufklirers, der in der Katastrophe des Erdbebens
von 1783 den befreienden Untergang der alten Welt vor der Aufklirung

sieht.

45 Ebd.,S. 47. .

46 Frantisek Bielinskj: Pout-pourri, Troisiéme centaine, Manuskript N. 66?, S.273
(Bibliothek der Polnischen Akademie der Wissenschaften, Krakow); zit. nach:
Placanica, Filosofo (wie Anm. 13), S.‘ 195.

47 Hamilron, Schreiben (wie Anm. 5), S. 47.

48 Ebd, S. 47-48.
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Lisbon and Lima
A Tale of Two Cities and Two Catastrophes

In the mid-eighteenth century, a massive earthquake struck a coastal capital
city built on a river. Buildings caved in as roofs, walls, towers, and bells top-
pled to the street. A massive wave or tsunami followed the earthquake, its
surge drowning many and furthering the destruction and mayhem as the
death count reached the thousands. Survivors confronted the danger of fire,
disease, social upheaval, and food shortages in the following days and months.
The earthquake had destroyed much of the city, from the ornate government
buildings and churches to more humble residences of the poor, and crippled
the active port. All residents of the city — the rich, the poor, the considerable
religious community, and others — sought refuge and social distinctions had
been temporarily vanished. Owners of dignified residences wore whatever
they could, many forced to sell for a pittance the treasures they had recovered
to purchase food. Looting began.*

An absolutist state, however, proved itself highly capable in returning order
(and social hierarchies), assuring necessities, and rebuilding the city. Its lead-
ers envisioned a vastly different city. The disaster prompted widespread dis-
cussions about the causes or meanings of earthquakes. Many questioned the
Catholic Church’s insistence that it was providence, a sign of God’s wrath at
this sinful city. The catastrophe left a long, multilingual paper trail that ulti-
mately crossed the Atlantic Ocean. Analysts then and now agree that it was a
key historical moment, a watershed, a turning point.

This description does not refer to Lisbon but rather Lima, Peru and its
nearby port Callao. The earthquake struck on the evening of October 28,
1746, Saint Simon’s and St. Jude’s Day, and the tsunami enveloped Callao at
about 11 pm. It killed all but a few hundred of Callao’s population of 6,000
or so, the survivors either miraculously floating to nearby beaches or having
the great fortune of finding themselves sufficiently inland at the time of the
wave. Unlike Lisbon, where fire was the great culprit, the tsunami was re-
sponsible for the majority of the deaths. Over a thousand people in the city
of Lima itself perished but timing and architecture greatly reduced the num-

1 I'would like to thank Professors Gerhard Lauer and Thorsten Unger for the invita-
tion to the conference. This essay benefited from the comments of Ulrich Miicke.



378 Charles E Walker

ber of mortalities. A full moon illuminated that spring evening and many
people were eating outside at the time of the earthquake, safe from their col-
lapsing residences. Moreover, it almost never rains in Lima and thus the roofs
were light, usually some type of thatch. When these fell, they prompted
panic but generally did not kill.

The parallels in the aftermath and rebuilding phases in the two cities are
stunning. Social control was an immediate problem — as it is in every major
disaster, including the horrors of New Orleans — and authorities in both cit-
ies took stern measures. In the rebuilding phase, the Marqués de Pombal,
Sebastido José de Carvalho e Melo, radically altered power relations in Por-
tugal and Lisbon’s layout. He created a classic eighteenth-century absolutist
city, with symbolic power pointing towards the Crown. In doing so, he
weakened the aristocracy and the Church. The Jesuit Gabriel Malagrida,
who derided Pombal’s interpretation of the earthquake, was garroted and
burnt in an auto-da-fe.? Viceroy José Manso de Velasco had a Pombalian vi-
sion, although less success in implementing this absolutist urban plan. He
sought to take advantage of the disaster to remake Lima into a more rational,
controllable city. The upper classes, the Catholic Church, and others, how-
ever, fought his plans energetically.

Perhaps the most interesting contrast is over the interpretation of the earth-
quake. Unlike Lisbon, the Lima catastrophe fortified the Church and provi-
dential interpretations dominated. Hours after the earthquake, friars walked
the streets and harangued the dazed survivors to repent and recognize God’s
will. The following day religious processions snaked through the rubble-
laden streets, invoking Santa Rosa de Lima and Peru’s other saints. For more
than a decade, Franciscans and others warned that the earthquake was only
a warning — that further catastrophe was to follow if the citizens did not
change their ways. The clerics targeted women for their wanton, liberal ways
and clothing. Although Viceroy Manso de Velasco attempted to rein in the
Church, enacting a moderate secularization program in the aftermath, he
was a highly religious man who agreed that Lima was a profane and ostenta-
tious city. The New World brothers and sisters of friar Malagrida of Lima
were, in contrast, not silenced.

2 Thomas Downing Kendrick: The Lisbon Earthquake, Philadelphia, New York
1955; Kenneth Maxwell: Pombal. Paradox of the Enlightenment, Cambridge 1955;
Russell R. Dynes: The Lisbon earthquake of 1755. The first modern disaster, in:
The Lisbon earthquake of 1755. Representations and reactions. Ed. by Theodore
E.D. Braun and John B. Radner, Oxford SVEC 200s: 02, pp. 34-49, on Mala-
grida, pp. 42-44; Joio Duarte Fonseca: 1755. O Terramoto de Lisboa, Lisbon 2004.
This last book indicates one contrast between Lima and Lisbon not explored here:
the profusion of illustrations on Lisbon and the dearth for Lima.
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Less than a decade apart, the Lima and Lisbon earthquakes offer wonder-
ful comparisons. Of course, Lima has not received the attention that Lisbon
did. Its 250 anniversary did not prompt important meetings such as that of
Gottingen. The reasons are clear. Lisbon struck at the heart, or perhaps flank,
of Europe and was discussed by most of the period’s major figures through-
out the continent. The British presence in Lisbon guaranteed its place in
English discussions. It rocked Spain and northern Africa and its intellectual
aftershocks reverberated throughout the continent. Voltaires writings no
doubt cemented its importance in discussions then and now about »the en-
lightenment«. It affected much or all of Europe and prompted debates with
a brilliant cast of characters, including Volraire, Goethe, Kant, Rousseau,
Benjamin Franklin, and others.3

But the contrast should not be exaggerated — Lima was not an insignifi-
cant, overlooked and then forgotten incident. The destruction of much of
Lima and the flattening of Callao, the entrepot to Spanish South America,
threatened the colonial economy. Authorities in Lima communicated with
nervous officials in Madrid as well as in New Granada and other viceroyal-
ties. Zenén de Somodevilla y Bengoechea, the Marquis de Ensenada, King
Philip V’s key advisor on the Americas, was delighted to learn that the port
and the rest of the mining-based economy were quickly back in order. He
demanded that his friend Viceroy Manso y Velasco resume tax remittances as
quickly as possible, vetoing exemptions to pay for reconstruction.4 In Peru
itself, the Viceroy’s rebuilding plan prompted more than a decade of debates,
lawsuits, and resistance. Articles and books delved into the controversies
abourt the price of bread, the rebuilding of convents, the place of bullfights
and other key issues.’ And as was the case with Lisbon, the Lima earthquake
gained international attention. Accounts were published in English (London
and Philadelphia), Italian, Flanders, French, and, of course, Spanish (Lima,
Mexico City, Seville) and many luminaries referred to the Lima earthquake.

This essay compares and contrasts Lima and Lisbon. Focusing on Lima, I
pay particular attention to the contrast in rebuilding. Pombal imposed radi-
cal reforms in Lisbon yet the changes were much more moderate in Lima.
The paper also delves into the weight and persistence of a religious interpre-

tation of the calamity as God’s wrath. This happened in both deeply Catho-

3 For recent overviews of the intellectual repercussions, see Theodore E. D. Braun
and John B. Radner and Duarte Fonseca, chapter 8 (see note 2).

4 This correspondence is found in Archivo de Indias (Sevilla), Lima, Legajo 642;
Pablo Emilio Pérez-Mallaina Bueno, Retrato de una ciudad en crisis: la sociedad
limefia ante el movimiento sisimico de 1746, Sevilla 2001, chaprer 3.

s Thisis the focus of my forthcoming book Shaky Colonialism: The 1746 Farthquake-
Tsunami in Lima, Peru, and its Long Aftermath, Durham 2008.
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lic cities but, unlike Lisbon, persisted and dominated in Lima. This is not
just a matter of the power of the Church or a particular order — we will also
review how people viewed the earthquake. Finally, I will examine the inter-
national interest in the Lima disaster. How did an American disaster play out
or affect debates? Can the case of Lima help answer the rich questions posed
by the conference organizers and others interested in disasters and the en-
lightenment?

I Lima and Lisbon

In the eighteenth century, Lisbon was considerably larger than Lima, with a
population calculated between 160,000 and 200,000. Lima had 50,000 and
its nearby port had until the tsunami about 6,000. Nonetheless, it was Peru’s
most populated and important city. Lima was the absolute political and eco-
nomic center of the Peruvian viceroyalty, as Potosi’s silver and other products
flowed through the port of Callao. The colonial state and the Catholic
Church administered their activities from the city and key merchants and
aristocrats resided there as well. The bastion of Spanish control in South
America, it was a multi-racial city. Slaves had been shipped from Africa since
the sixteenth century and Indians had also arrived, some from the sparse
coastal settlements but most from the Andes. In 1700, Spaniards constituted
56 percent, blacks 22 percent, Indians 12 percent, and mulattos 10 percent.
Other censuses registered mestizos and Asians, primarily from the Philip-
pines. Almost all travelers commented on Lima’s active social life and mixed
population.®

Francisco Pizarro founded the city on the Rimac River, six miles inland
from what became the port of Catlao. Today the two cities run together. He
built it on what had been a minor temple in a sparsely populated area. The
Spanish used the grid system to create a geometrical city, most of it in the
core area of nine by thirteen blocks. Across the river lay what became Rimac,
a poorer neighborhood. At the symbolic center was the Plaza Mayor, re-
named the Plaza de Armas in the nineteenth century, where the Cathedral,
municipal palace, and the viceregal palace were built and key rituals as well
as the market held. Therefore, after the destruction of 1746, reformers did
not need to straighten medieval or Moorish streets, as was the case of Euro-
pean reformers, or unify different neighborhoods. The city continued in its
checkerboard fashion, although the streets were clogged with rubble. Lima
did not undergo the radical refashioning of Lisbon — it already satisfied en-

6 For overviews of colonial Lima, see Juan Giinther Doering and Guillermo Lohm-

ann Villena: Lima, Madrid 1992; James Higgins, Lima: A Cultural History, Ox-

ford 200s.
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lightened notions of space and order. Yet like Lisbon (and in contrast to Tu-
rin) it was not moved or built on adjacent land but rebuilt in the same place.
Leaders considered moving it to another area, perhaps farther inland. Not
only did the cost discourage this reform — the Spanish were not quick to spend
on their colonial cities at this point, once again at war with England — but
the fear that former slaves and escaped slaves, maroons, would inhabit the
ghost city petrified the elite.”

The late hour and light roofs of Lima’s residence saved thousands of lives.
In contrast, the Lisbon earthquake found many people in church on the morn-
ing of All Saint’s Day, many of them crushed by tumbling towers and roofs.
Most accounts put the number of dead somewhere between 10,000 and
15,000.8 Although difficult to tabulate, the death and destruction seems
quite egalitarian, at least at first. Most houses in Lima were made of adobe
and quincha or waddle and daub. Although the elite took elaborate measures
to differentiate their houses from those of the poor, painting them bright
colors and adding balconies, windows, and facades, the cores were similar.
While elite houses counted on more wooden frames (an expensive element
that became scarce after the earthquake) and thus held up better, they also
had heavier exteriors that could do more damage. The light material used in
the homes of the poor masses did not resist the earthquake well but nor did

it crush and kill people.

As is usually the case in disasters, this initial egalitarianism vanished
quickly. The upper classes were able to find food, water, clothes and shelter
through their money, goods, social prestige, and political contacts. Their
houses were rebuilt quicker. For these and other reasons, they fared better in
the coming months of desolation and disease. Sheltered and nourished, they
withstood tertiary fever and other maladies. It is difficult, however, to de-
scribe with any detail or certitude the misery and death rate of the masses.
Despite an outpouring of writing about the earthquake, ranging from thou-
sands of pages on interest rates to ruminations on its causes, little was written
about the ensuing desolation and the mourning. Life remained very difficult
for months, particularly for the poor. Aftershocks and food shortages con-
tinued, animal carcasses lined the streets, and diseases ravaged. In Callao, the
small group of survivors was forced to relocate to Lima until rebuilding
began.

7 1develop this in Charles E Walker: The Upper Classes and Their Upper Stories.
Architecture and the Aftermath of the Lima Earthquake of 1746, in: Hispanic
American Historical Review 83, 1 (2003), pp. 53-82.

8 Kenneth Maxwell: Lisbon. The Earthquake of 1755 and Urban Recovery under the
Marques de Pombal, in: Out of Ground Zero: Case Studies in Urban Reinven-
tion. Ed. by Joan Ockman, Munich 1992, pp. 20-45, quote p. 25.



